
Kirkstall Valley Farm, Leeds, LS4 2QD

Trainee position April - October 2023

Kirkstall Valley Farm CSA is a community farm based just off the Kirkstall
Road in north west Leeds. Our mission is to contribute to a healthy and
sustainable community by providing affordable locally produced food. We grow
vegetables across 3.5 acres of land, including two polytunnels, working with
tractors, hand tools and lots of volunteers. We are a Community Support Agriculture project,
meaning that the risks, rewards and responsibilities of food production are shared between us and
our members. Our 90 members pay us every month, and every week they come to the farm to
collect their share of whatever veg is ready at that time of year. We use agroecological methods,
which means we farm in a way that supports the local environment and local communities.

We have been growing and sharing veg for two years, and this year are able to offer a trainee
placement. All learning will be hands-on, working alongside our team of 3 paid growers to turn
seeds into full veg boxes. We will follow the curriculum recommended by the Landworkers Alliance.
Please look at the links below for more information about training with us (the video is really good!).

We do not expect you to have any previous experience or training; instead we need you to show
that you’re keen to work outside, work as part of a team and that you’re interested in learning to
grow veg at commercial (to sell) scale. We welcome applications from people of all identities and
ages and will work with you to make sure that the farm is a welcoming and accessible place for you
to work.

We are part of the Kirkstall Valley Development Trust and are excited to help make Kirkstall a great
place to grow up, live and work.

If you’d like to have a look round the farm, you’re welcome to join one of our regular volunteer
sessions (Mondays 1.30-3.30, Thursdays 10-12 or 2-5, Saturdays 10-12).

Work will involve
Day to day sowing, planting, weeding, harvesting & packing
Working alongside staff & volunteers
15 hours per week. Ideally this would be 9-5 on Mondays and Wednesdays, but there is flexibility
around this to accommodate other commitments eg childcare.

What
we



would like from you
Motivation to learn about sustainable growing & community development
Willingness to work hard in all weathers
Adaptability & willingness to work & get along with a lot of different people
Ability to arrive on time
Basic level of physical fitness
Willingness to communicate when you need help, and to receive feedback from others in the team

What we can offer you
Introduction to the practical skills needed for field scale veg growing
Opportunity to do accredited training in tractor driving if this interests you
A weekly box of veg from the farm
£11/hour, 15 hours per week, set amount of paid holiday
Start date mid-April, fixed term 6 month contract
Bursary to pay for boots, waterproof trousers and jacket, harvest knife
Visits to other growing projects across Leeds and the north of England
Access to learning resources, including books, webinars, videos and podcasts
Opportunity to get involved with running social and educational events at the farm

To apply for this position please
Send us your CV
Answer the following questions in writing (maximum 500 words), or in an audio/video clip (max 3
minutes):
Why do you want this position?
What are your long-term goals in sustainable farming?
What relevant experiences & aspects of your character will you bring with you?

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS – 5pm 20th March 2023
INTERVIEWS (either at the farm or online) - w/c 27th March
APPROXIMATE START DATE - 17th April 2023

Please send these to kirkstallvalleyfarm@gmail.com If you have any questions, please email the
above address or call Rhian (grower) on 07410942025

More information:
● About training and careers in horticulture (video): https://vimeo.com/779275827/3fa639be00
● About Kirkstall Valley Farm: https://kirkstallvalleyfarm.org.uk/about-us
● About Community Supported Agriculture:

https://communitysupportedagriculture.org.uk/what-is-a-csa/
● The Landworkers Alliance curriculum:

https://landworkersalliance.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Agroecology-traineeship-program
me-Curriculum_Online.pdf
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